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capacity of medical:officer. He was a:keen volunteer of
some years'standing, commencing this career in the Dunedin
High School Cadets; he transferred from these to the
4"Kilties "-tlie Royal Scottish (9th Battalion, H Company)
at Edinburgh. At the formation of the Territorial Force
he transferred to the 2nd South Midland Mounted Field
Ambulance, Birmingham, in which he held a commission
as second lieutenant at the time of his death. He was
looking forward to a visit to his parents very soon,
having only last month been appointed surgeon to the
Tyser liner Mimiro, which sailed for New Zealand on
September 4th.
A 'memorial service was held at the Infirmary Chapel,

Birmingham, synchronously with his burial at Edinburgb,
on Monday, August 30th, and the chaplain paid an
eloquent tribute to his character and attainments. He
was a man of most excellent moral character, had a quiet,
earnest presence, and his tboroughness and gentleness
endeared him alike to his patients and colleagues.

DR. ELIAS HAFFTER, who for some twenty years from
1887 was Editor of the Corre8pondenz-Blatt fur Schweizer
Aerzte, the chief medical journal of German-speaking
Switzerland, died on August 4tb, after a long illness
originating in a septic infection contracted while operating
several years previous on a case of uterine cancer. Haffter
was a high-minded man, who earned the esteem and
respect of the profession in his native country. He gave
a great deal of time to his duties as editor, and during his
term of office its circulation both at home and abroad was
largely increased.

VACCINATION AND THIE REGISTER.
F.G.P. writes: An illegitimate child has its birth registered in

the father's name, Smith. It is afterwards christened in a
Catholic church in the mother's name, Jones. The child is
brought for vaccination, the form bearing the name Smith.
The doctor is told the circumstances. Which name should be
employed in filling up the form? These names are fictitious.
**The entry in the register is incorrect, and the parent

making it is liable to a penalty, if detected, but the doctor who
vaccinates it is bound to follow the register. He has no re-
sponsibilty for errors in the entry on the register and has
nothing to do with the baptismal rgister.

MEDICAL REGISTRATION AND LUNACY FEES.
A. M. writes: I registered in January, 1909, at Edinburgh, and
have in 'my poseession my certificate of registration. In
August last I signed a lunacy certificate; the parish council
have since informed me that I shall receive no fee for this, as
my certificate was not accepted by the sheriff clerk, who stated
that I was "not registered." The parish council obtained
another medical man's certificate. This seems very unjust,
and I shall be glad to hear whether I am not entitled to recover
the amount of my fee from the sheriff clerk.

*** The sheriff clerk undoubtedly made a mistake in reject-
ing the certificate without taking the necessary steps to
ascertain whether the signatory was registered. We presume
that he was guided by the copy of the Medical Register for
1909, which could not contain the name of our correspondent,
but whether it would be possible to recover the fee is very
doubtful.

REGISTERED MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS AND
PHARMACY.

R. W.-The Fellows, Members and Licentiates of the Royal
College of Physicians of London, and the Fellows of the
Royal Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons of Edinburgh and
of Ireland, and of the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons of
Glasgow are prohibited from keeping open shops for the sale
of drugs, and it is to be desired that every member of the
medical profession should act in accordance with this rule,
for to engage in the trade of pharmacy is inconsistent for the
members of a liberal profession. But the Act to amend the
Pharmacy Act, 1868 (32-33 Vict., cap. 117), expressly exempts
legally qualified medical practitioners from any legal restric-
'tions, Section I reading: "Nothing contained in the first
fifteen sections of the recited Act shall affect any person who
'as been registered as a legally qualified medical practitioner
before the passing of this Act; and the said clauses shall not
apply to any person who may hereafter be registered as a
legally qualified practitioner, and who, in order to obtain
his diploma for such registration, shall have passed an
txamination in pharmacy."

The advice given in this column for the assistance ot members is
based on medico-ethical principles generally recognized by the
profession, but must not be taken as representing direct findings
of the Central Ethical Committee.

ATTENDANCE ON THE FAMILIES OF MEDICAL MEN.
DR. PHImIP G. BORROWMIAN (Troon, N.B.) writes: I c'annot think
that the advice given to " B." under the above heading in the
JOURNAL of August 28th, p. 578, is in the best interest of the
profession. It is, of course, true, as you say, that " there is
no obligation to attend, the families of medical practitioners
without payment," but it is customary among better-class
men to do so; and surely no member of our profession who is
not a sordid money-grabber wc*ild hesitate to give his services
gratuitously to the family of a professional brother whom
blindness prevents from practising, even though his wife may
have enough to live on. "B." says he is a young practitioner.
If he will take the advice of an older man, and " do as he
would be done by," his life will not be less happy.

M.D. writes: In dealing with well-to-do relatives of medical
men I find it best to appeal to the amour propre. I send an
ordinary account, but write at the top, " payment optional."
A cheque usually follows by return of post.

SUPERSESSION.
P. L. B. writes: B., the usual attendant, was sent for to a case

of miscarriage, but was not at home, and a neighbouring
doctor, L., was called in and still keeps on with the case. L.
has never let B. know in any way about it, or offered to resign
the case. Should L. not have done so? There is no resident
doctor where the case occurred; B. lives three miles away
and L. seven miles.

* Upon the facts as stated if L. knew that B. was the
usual medical attendant on the family he should have regarded
his attendance as merely due to an emergency and have
communicated with B. so that he might take charge of the
case.

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.
APPOINTMENTS BOARD.

THE Principal of the University of London gives notice that an
Appointments Board has been constituted " to assist graduates
and students of the university in obtaining appointments, and
to co-ordinate and supplement the work done by the schools
and institutions of the university with this object." The aim
of the Board is to encourage the selection of university men for
all posts in the work of which the possession of a university
training on scientific methods is an advantage. The Principal
asks those who-may know of any vacant appointments suitable
for university men to communicate with the Secretary of the
Board at the University, South Kensington, S.W., so that he
may put forward selected candidates.

UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM.
Honorary Degrees.

THE council has decided, on the recommendation of the Senate,
to confer for the first time a certain number of honorary
degrees on distinguished persons in connexion with the recent
Royal visit. Since it was not practicable to hold the ceremony
on the actual occasion of that visit, it has been decided to hold
it in the. hall which the King opened, on Wednesday, October
20th. The following is a list in alphabetical order of those who
have accepted the offered degree of Doctor of Laws: William
Nicholas Atkinson, the Right Hon. A. J. Balfour, F.R.S., the
Bishop of Birmingham, Bernard Bosanquet, Henry T. Butlin,
P.R.C.S., Andrew Carnegie, Sir William Crcokes, F.R.S.,
Maurice Fitzmaurice, C.M.G., Sir Archibald Geikie. P.R.S.,
the Right Hon. R. B.-Haldane, F.R.S., John Scott Haldane,
F.R.S., J. Rendel Harris, Sir Charles Holoroft, Bart.,
G. J. Johnson, Sir Alexander B. W. Kennedy, F.R.S., Sir
Joseph Larmor, F.R.S., the Righ Hon. Walter Long. Gilbert
Murray, Sir Richard Douglas Powell, P.R.C.P., Sir William
Ramsay, F.R.S., Lord Rayleigh, F.R.S., Ernest Rutherford,
F.R.S., Arthur Shadwell, Mrs. Henry Sidgwick, Lord Strath-
cona and Mount Royal, Professor Silvanus P. Thompson,
F.R.S., William Augustus Tilden, F.R.S., Sir J. J. Thompson,
F.R.S., Charles S. Tomes, F.R.S., T. Herbert Warren,
Dr. Windle, F.R.S., Viscount Wolverhampton. In addition
to these names, the Chancellor, the Right Hon. -Joseph
Chamberlain, has been invited to associate himself as a
graduate with his co-workers, and to receive the honorary
degree of this university, and he has consented to receive it
in abentia.


